

Croydon Exchange 2009
The exchange to England was really brilliant.

We had a nice programme and the fact that I lived in a guest family meant that  I experienced  how the everyday-life in London is.

I was very happy with my guest family. I was able to talk a lot to them and developed a better understanding of the English language. We quite often had lively conversations.

 I realised that the daily habits are different from ours. The food was different and so was how they spend their sparetime. (Laser Quest, shopping, bowling) 
The school is different, too. The pupils are more disciplined (but only in classes …). The school features an assembly hall, a very large park, many sporting facilities and a swimming pool. Croydon High starts at nine o’clock every day. I wish they would do this in our school as well .
It was a great experience.

by   Julia Kasten, CSG 9b

Globe Theatre

It was a nice and sunny day when we went to the Globe Theatre. After the tour we had an interesting workshop.

Our guide gave us a sheet wit some Shakespearian sentences and we had to pronounce them differently and to act them out in different ways. Then we tried to do the same with a partner. It was great fun and we all took part with a big smile on our faces. It was a wonderful experience for everybody.
by   Johanna Schaefer, CSG 9b

Olivia Jenkins – Year 10

Year 10 German Trip to Bonn

On 10th February, 16 girls departed from Gatwick Airport to Cologne.  We had packed our German dictionaries and carnival costumes and were ready to go and experience a typical German celebration with our exchange partners.  On arrival we met up with our German families and with excitement and a little bit of nervousness we left the airport and our English friends. We each headed in a different direction within Bonn.

The first morning we were up early to get into school. It was carnival time in Bonn, to celebrate the beginning of the 40 days before Lent, so everyone had dressed up for the occasion.  Outfits ranged from fluffy grizzly bears to fancy fairies and that afternoon we set off for the parade.  “Carmella, Carmella”, we shouted to the people on the floats as they aped by in the hope that they would provide us with sweets.  The floats were extremely colourful and were used to represent the fun of the celebration.  

On Friday we met Frau Mester in Bonn and were given a quiz to do about the town.  After a few hours, which included some shopping! we all went back to our respective families.

We all had a long weekend with our families and had Monday and Tuesday off school.  During the weekend we all did different activities, these included swimming, going to the cinema, bowling, visiting museums and carnival parties.

On Monday we all met up again in Cologne to look around the Cathedral, it was extremely impressive.  It is Cologne’s most outstanding building and is a world heritage site.  

As the week was coming to a close, our host families took us out for farewell dinners where we continued to attempt to join in German conversations.  The last day was an early start as school had opened again and we were to spend the whole day there.  We were all surprised to learn that no uniform is required and the lessons finish much earlier in the day.

Although the day at school had been interesting, we were particularly keen to go on our last visit, to the Haribo factory in Friesdorferstr.  We were amazed by the volume of sweets, floor to ceiling of Pick-n-Mix and all sorts of new varieties of Haribo that had never been seen.  We all used up our last Euros on presents for friends, family and ourselves!

